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Paper 2 
 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

1 (a) Level 4 answers are likely to out line at  least  four such rituals as: 
the body is usually cremated and the ashes scat tered or buried; 
relat ives may give gif ts to the monks; relat ives may ask that  
whatever merit  comes from these gif ts be shared with the 
deceased; each year there are ceremonies to “ pass on”  merit  to 
the deceased. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

1 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: it  marks a 
part icipant ’ s ent ry into an order which dates back 2500 years; it  
may be the culminat ion of years of pract ice as a layperson; it  
marks a t ransit ion from one world into another; in Theravada 
Buddhism it  opens the possibilit y of enlightenment . 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

2 (a) Level 4 answers are likely to describe such roles as: lay Buddhists 
must  accept  the Three Refuges and recite the refuge vows when 
they visit  monasteries or receive dharma teaching; lay Buddhists 
are expected to abide by the Five Precepts; lay Buddhists are 
expected to provide food and other necessit ies for the monks and 
the monastery. 
 
At  least  two roles need to be described to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

2 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: the First  
Buddhist  Council at  Raj gir,  made up of 500 of the Buddha’ s most  
advanced disciples, decided that  it  should be so ; it  is appropriate 
because each “ basket ”  deals with a dif ferent  aspect  of Buddhist  
teaching – meditat ion, community discipline, and higher 
knowledge about  the nature of realit y. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

3 (a) Level 4 answers will describe at  least  two such examples of  the 
guidance as: giving up self ishness which leads to suffering ; 
accept ing self lessness; adopt ing the intent ion of bringing 
happiness to all.  
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

3 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: an extensive 
series of rules is more likely to cover the variety of situat ions 
which life may produce; the Vinaya did not  begin as a set  of  
regulat ions, rather it  was a collect ion of rulings made by the 
Buddha for specif ic situat ions; short ly before his death, the 
Buddha said that  minor rules could be ignored but  none were 
specif ied as minor and the Councils have been unable to agree on 
this so the 227 rules remain intact . 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed in order to reach level 
4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

4 (a) Level 4 answers are likely to describe at  least  two of the 
following aspects: t radit ionally the Buddha died from eat ing a 
piece of pork which he knew was spoiled but  was too polite to 
refuse; as he performed his f inal meditat ions he felt  himself  
becoming free of all passions; his last  command to his followers 
was for them to “ work out  your own salvat ion with dil igence” ; his 
body was cremated and his ashes were placed in stupas. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

4 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use the following reasons: up to this 
point  in his life, the Buddha had not  experienced hardship or 
suffering so the f irst  three of the sights created a new problem of 
understanding for him, and this started the progress which would 
eventually lead to his enlightenment ; the fourth sight  of the 
contented holy man suggested that  there could be a solut ion to 
the problem of suffering which went  beyond simply hiding from it  
– this prompted the Buddha to seek the solut ion. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

5 (a) Level 4 answers are likely to out line at  least  two of the following 
experiences: after rej ect ing ascet icism, Siddartha sat  on a 
cushion under the Bodhi t ree, facing east , deciding that  he would 
not  get  up unt il he had reached enlightenment ; Mara, the 
Tempter, t ried to dist ract  Siddartha from his intent ion; on the 
eve of his enlightenment  Siddartha walked around the t ree seven 
t imes; full enlightenment  was reached on the following day. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

5 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: it  was the 
birthplace of the Buddha; it  was where the Buddha experienced 
the Four Sights; it  was the site of many conversions (including 
Upali,  who f irst  recited the Vinaya Pitaka); it  is a place of 
pilgrimage for some Buddhists. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Christ ianity 
 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

6 (a) Level 4 answers are likely to out line four such features as: the 
body may be buried or cremated af ter a service, in a short , 
separate ceremony; comfort ing passages from the Bible are read 
out  (usually including Psalm 23); hymns may be sung; the f inal 
words of the service remind the people present  of the hope of the 
Resurrect ion; there may be a eulogy or sermon. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

6 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: rites of passage 
give a sense of ident ity to an individual and a f ramework for their 
beliefs; they remind an individual and the wider community of 
responsibilit ies and dut ies towards oneself  and others; they 
remind people of the most  important  aspects of their faith at  key 
points in their l ives; in t imes of  loss they can provide comfort  and 
hope; it  provides a ritual to mark t ransit ion to the next  stage of 
life. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

7 (a) Level 4 answers will describe two such at t itudes as: on the one 
hand, a literalist  view of the authority of the Bible is that  since 
the Bible was inspired by God its words are correct  and beyond 
dispute; on the other hand, a l iberal view of the authorit y of the 
Bible is that  it  represents a developing understanding of God and 
that  therefore it  is acceptable to interpret  it s message in the light  
of new situat ions. 
 
Two at t itudes must  be described to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

7 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: individual 
conscience is important  because it  represents an individual’ s 
relat ionship with God; individual conscience represents a decision 
based on Bible reading, prayer and meditat ion in response to a 
situat ion which may not  be recognised in off icial teaching; 
although important , individual conscience needs to be tempered 
by the teachings of the Church since often an individual cannot  
see the “ bigger picture” . 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 

 



 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

8 (a) Level 4 answers will describe such teachings as: Christ ians are 
taught  that  they should not  be anxious, rather they should t rust  in 
God; the birds do not  worry, yet  God st il l provides for them and 
people are worth far more; worrying achieves nothing , it  is 
bet ter to t rust  in God; once an individual ceases to be anxious, it  
is possible for the heart  to be set  on the Kingdom of God. 
 
At  least  two aspects of the teaching need to be described to 
reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

8 (b) Level 4 answers will use such reasons as: covetousness leads to 
unhappiness on a daily basis since an individual is only concerned 
with what  s/ he does not  have; covetousness can lead to a person 
cursing God for what  s/ he does not  have, rather than thanking 
God for what  s/ he does; covetousness can lead to neglect  of 
others. 
 
At  least  two reasons must  be developed to reach level 4 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

9 (a) Level 4 answers are likely to out line at  least  four  such events as: 
the guards at  the tomb; the stone being rolled away; the terror 
then j oy of the women who f irst  discovered the empty tomb; the 
resurrect ion appearances. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

9 (b) A wide variety of dif ferent  answers is possible here but  a level 4 
answer will choose one miracle and develop at  least  two reasons 
why this event  is important . For example: the Healing of the 
Centurion’ s Servant  is important  because it  shows the compassion 
of Jesus; it  shows the authority of Jesus; it  shows the power of 
faith; it  shows the faith of a gent ile. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

10 (a) Level 4 answers are likely to out line at  least  four  such dif ferent  
features as those ref lected in: the dif ferences in design which 
ref lect  the age of the church building; dif ferences ref lect ing the 
intended emphasis on the nature of God such as the posit ion of 
the altar; dif ferences which ref lect  denominat ional dif ferences; 
dif ferences which ref lect  dif ferences in pract icalit ies (the 
building may be also used for purposes other than as a place of 
worship.) 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

10 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: it  is the birth 
place of Jesus and therefore the place of the Incarnat ion; it  is the 
place ment ioned in the Old Testament  as the birth place of  the 
Messiah; it  was the place where the Massacre of the Innocents 
happened and therefore links the birth of Jesus to the Old 
Testament  prophecy. 
 
At  least  two reasons must  be out lined to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 

 



 

Hinduism 
 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

11 (a) Level 4 answers are will out line at  least  four such ceremonies as: 
the body should be cremated within hours of death; if  possible 
the ashes will be scat tered on the water of the Ganges; it  is the 
responsibilit y of the eldest  son to l ight  the funeral pyre; ghee is 
poured onto the f lames; ten days af ter death of ferings of milk 
and rice are made to the dead. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

11 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: images help a 
worshipper to focus their thoughts on God ; images represent  
dif ferent  aspects of God (since part  of the creat ive force is in 
everything which has been created); they provide a focus for 
offerings. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

12 (a) Level 4 answers are will out line at  least  four  such roles as: the 
puj ari has the responsibilit y of looking after the image; he helps 
people to worship in the appropriate way; he accepts the gif ts 
brought  by those who have come to worship; he kindles and offers 
the sacred f ire. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels .  

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

12 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: although it  is a 
Smrit i text  it  is believed to be the word of God because Krishna is 
an incarnat ion of the God Vishnu; it  emphasises the importance of 
dharma in every Hindu’ s life; it  shows the importance of bhakt i;  it  
considers the fate of the soul after death; it  repudiates non-
theist ic Buddhism; it  encourages non-at tachment . 
 
At  least  two reasons must  be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the level. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

13 (a) Level 4 answers will describe at  least  two such teachings as: kama 
is the third aim in life, it  is leisure or the enj oyment  of good 
things; artha is the fourth aim in life, it  is the acquiring of wealth 
through honest  and appropriate work ; they are the proper 
qualit ies of the second stage of life; although these are proper 
pursuits they should not  be allowed to dominate life .  
 
If  only one teaching is dealt  with the answer cannot  go beyond 
level 2. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

13 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: it  is important  
because it  provides an aim for everyone – liberat ion from the 
cycle of rebirth; it  is important  because it  provides a sense of 
j ust ice – wicked acts lead away from moksha, virtuousness brings 
one closer to it  ;  it  is important  because it  helps to explain the 
various levels in society; it  is important  because it  allows for a 
variety of paths which will st il l  reach the ult imate aim of 
existence. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

14 (a) There is a wide variety of stories which may be used here. A level 
4 answer will ident ify one of these stories and out line what  the 
story shows about  Krishna or Hinduism.  For example, the story of 
the young Krishna defeat ing the monst rous crane (sent  by the 
demon Kansa) shows the supernatural power of Krishna as an 
incarnat ion of Vishnu; it  also shows Krishna as a force for good 
f ight ing against  demons; it  shows the courage of Krishna. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

14 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: Ramanuj a re-
emphasised the importance of bhakt i;  he made Hinduism more 
accessible to ordinary people; he st rengthened the role of ritual 
in Hinduism. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

15 (a) Level 4 answers may choose to write about  a part icular temple 
they are familiar with or Hindu temples in general. They are likely 
to ment ion at  least  four such signif icant  architectural features as: 
the mandir where the murt i resides ; above the mandir is the 
spire (shikara); the mandapa for the devotees to stand; three or 
four concent ric squares around the mandir. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

15 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as : they provide a 
home for the murt is;  they provide a focus for worship; they can 
be visible symbols of Hindu beliefs; a temple is also a community 
cent re which plays a large part  in the social l ife of the 
community. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Islam 
 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

16 (a) Level 4 answers will out line four  such act ivit ies as: the signing of 
the marriage cont ract ; the promises of the bride and groom; 
recital of verses from the Qur’ an; a talk by the imam about  the 
responsibilit ies of marriage; the wedding feast .  
 
Answers which do not  ment ion the signing of the marriage 
cont ract  cannot  go beyond level 3. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

16 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: they show that  
from the beginning to the end of life, a Muslim’ s f irst  priority is to 
submit  to the will of Allah; they remind Muslims of their 
responsibilit ies towards God, themselves and each other; they 
provide a sense of ident ity; they def ine the community of 
believers . 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

17 (a) Level 4 answers will out line the principles and provide at  least  
one example of how each may be applied: ij ma is the principle of 
consensus, it  is used when the Qur’ an and the Hadiths have not  
provided suff icient  guidance in specif ic situat ions, for example 
concerning the use of cont racept ion; qiyyas is the process of 
acceptance based on analogy with similar situat ions in the Qur’ an 
or Sunnah, for example concerning drugs which are not  ment ioned 
in the Qur’ an. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

17 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as : the Shar’ iah 
encompasses  legislat ion from the Qur’ an which is believed to be 
the word of God; the Shar’ iah also uses the Hadiths which is the 
next  highest  authorit y in Islam; it  unites believers throughout  the 
Muslim world. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

18 (a) Level 4 answers will out line the principle of haram and provide at  
least  three examples of  foods which are regarded as haram: pork 
and derivat ives of pig; meat  from any animal which has not  been 
slaughtered in a halal manner. 
 
Other approaches are possible and most  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

18 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: it  is one of the 
Five Pillars of Islam and as such is a religious requirement  for 
anyone who is a Muslim; it  follows guidance given in both the 
Hadith and the Sunnah; it  st rengthens the Ummah by building 
solidarity amongst  Muslims of dif ferent  backgrounds. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 
 
Other approaches are possible and should be rewarded according 
to the level.  

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

19 (a) Level 4 answers will out line at  least  four  such events as: 
Muhammad’ s public opposit ion to the idols on the Ka’ aba 
threatening the economic and social order of the city; his 
enemies among the ruling class in Makkah plot t ing against  him; 
the death of  his uncle leaving him with no protector in the city 
and his life becoming seriously endangered; his acceptance of an 
invitat ion to lead the community at  Yathrib to avoid an 
assassinat ion at tempt . 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

19 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: Madinah is 
important  because the community welcomed Muhammad when all 
other places had rej ected him; it  provided a refuge when his life 
was in danger; the community at  Madinah changed Muhammad’ s 
role – previously he had been mainly a preacher, now he became 
the head of an organised community; the importance of Madinah 
is shown by the fact  that  the Muslim calendar is dated from his 
j ourney there; the community at  Madinah became the cent re of 
the Islamic faith. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain will not  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

20 (a) Candidates may either out line the interior of a specif ic mosque 
known to them or give a general descript ion of features found in 
mosques. Level 4 answers will out line at  least  four  such features 
as: the preaching plat form; the mihrab; the prayer mats; a clock 
indicat ing the t imes of prayer for that  day; a washing area. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

20 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to explain such ways as: the haj j  is a 
requirement  for all Muslims of any nat ionalit y, and once the haj j  
is underway there is no dist inct ion made between Muslims of 
dif ferent  race; social class is not  signif icant  during the haj j  since 
all Muslims are expected to perform the act ivit ies together; the 
two pieces of white cot ton cloth worn by all pilgrims to symbolise 
ihram are the same for all.  
 
At  least  two reasons must  be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Judaism 
 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

21 (a) Level 4 answers are likely to describe at  least  two such features 
as: light ing the candles at  the start  of Shabbat ; the Friday night  
meal; not  working on Shabbat ; havdalah at  the end of Shabbat . 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

21 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: Pesach is the 
most  important  fest ival of the year because it  remembers the 
care of the Almighty for His people; it  l inks the Jewish faith of 
today with over three thousand years of history; it  reminds the 
Jewish people of how the Law was given on Mount  Sinai; it  shows 
the link between the Jews and the state of Israel. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 

 



 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

22 (a) Level 4 answers will out line the three main parts as being: the 
Torah consist ing of the f ive books of  Moses; the Nevi’ im consist ing 
of the books of the prophets; describing how the Israelites 
conquered and set t led the Promised Land as well as the prophet ic 
teachings of  Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel;  the Ketuvim describing 
what  happened during the Persian period as well as poet ry, 
advice and philosophy. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

22 (b) Level 4 answers will use such reasons as: the Responsa is more 
accessible than the Talmud (which is so large that  many Jews 
found it  dif f icult  to use); it  contains the solut ions to problems by 
the most  learned Rabbis; the advice given in the Responsa could 
also be applied to new situat ions. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

23 (a) Level 4 answers will out line at  least  four  such rules as: all plants 
are kosher; meat  is permit ted from animals which have full cloven 
hooves and chew the cud; all poult ry is kosher if  it  has no 
defect ive inner organs; kosher meat  should be from animals killed 
in the required way with the blood removed; shellf ish are not  
kosher. 
 
Other approaches are possible and should be rewarded according 
to the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

23 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: the Ethics of the 
Fathers seeks to improve the character and behaviour of people – 
this is considered even more important  than gaining wisdom; the 
Pirkei Avot  contains wise sayings about  t rue religion and 
goodness. 
 
At  least  two reasons must  be developed to reach level 4 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

24 (a) Level 4 answers will out line at  least  four  such events as: the 
Pharaoh had ordered the murder of  all male Israelite children; to 
protect  her son, Moses’  mother put  him in a basket  among the 
reeds on the Nile; Moses was discovered by an Egypt ian princess 
and raised as a high class Egypt ian; Moses’  mother managed to 
raise him posing as a wet  nurse. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

24 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: the prophets 
constant ly drew the nat ion back to the basic belief in one God; 
they resisted the “ watering down”  of the Jewish faith by 
dif ferent  religions; they preserved the ident ity and integrity of 
the Jewish faith in dif f icult  t imes; they emphasised the moral 
requirements of Judaism and prevented the nat ion from being 
dest royed by greed. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

25 (a) Level 4 answers will describe two such symbols as: the Ner Tamid 
to show  omnipresence; the Ark reminding the people of the Ark 
of the Covenant ; the tablets of the Ten Commandments 
reminding the people of the authority of the Almighty as the 
Lawgiver; the Lions of Judah embroidered on the screen in front  
of the Ark to remind the people of the power of God. 
 
Answers must  show the link between the chosen symbol and the 
authority of the Almighty to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

25 (b) Level 4 answers will use such reasons as: Jerusalem is a holy city 
which is believed to have been promised to the Jews by God; 
Jerusalem is the only place in the world where a Temple could be 
built ;  it  is seen as the spiritual cent re of the world. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Sikhism 
 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

26 (a) Level 4 answers will out line at  least  four such ways of celebrat ing 
as: the celebrat ions last  for three days; there may be processions 
through the st reets led by the panj  piare; behind them comes a 
decorated f loat  which carries the Guru Granth Sahib; hymns are 
sung; there will be an Akhand Path; sweets and fruit  are given 
out . 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

26 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: it  is important  
to thank God for the new child; the child is publicly presented to 
the congregat ion as a member of the Sikh faith; the child is given 
his/ her name; the unity of the faith is emphasised by the gif t  of 
the kara. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

27 (a) Level 4 answers will out line at  least  four  such stages as: Guru 
Nanak made many poet ic composit ions during the forty years of 
his minist ry, 974 are gathered into the Guru Granth Sahib af ter 
being passed on by word of mouth; by the t ime of the third guru 
there was a collect ion of all the hymns of the f irst  two gurus, 
which included the work of Hindu and Muslim holy men; Guru 
Arj an compiled the f irst  authoritat ive collect ion at  the 
Harimandir;  by 1708 when it  was declared the Guru of the Sikhs it  
contained the work of six gurus, twelve non-Sikhs and a number 
of anonymous Sikh bards. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

27 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: although any 
respected Sikh may lead the prayers in the gurdwara it  is 
important  that  at  least  one person in each gurdwara devotes 
much of his life to leading the prayers and reading from the Guru 
Granth Sahib, this ensures that  the proper form is followed; 
leadership in the gurdwara ensures that  a local gurdwara is in line 
with pract ices in other gurdwaras around the world; it  is 
important  that  at  least  one person has suff icient  knowledge, t ime 
and authorit y to teach younger Sikhs about  their faith. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

28 (a) Level 4 answers will out line at  least  four  such ways as: giving 
alms to the poor; protect ing the weak; abstaining from alcohol,  
tobacco or other drugs; making a good marriage and support ing 
the elderly;  providing service to others; doing honest  work. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

28 (b) Level 4 answers will use such reasons as: Guru Nanak stated that  
this was one of the most  important  rules of Sikh behaviour; he 
stated that  for Sikhs, taking what  had not  been earned was a 
worse crime than a Muslim eat ing pork or a Hindu eat ing beef; 
Guru Nanak himself  took to agriculture to earn a living; this 
principle has cont ributed to the social awareness of Sikhs; Sikhism 
discourages any form of monast icism. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

29 (a) Level 4 answers will describe at  least  two such ways as: he 
established the Khalsa; he gave the Sikhs the f ive symbols of  their 
faith which separated them from other faiths; he established 
common names for all men and women (Singh and Kaur), thereby 
dist inguishing Sikhism from Hinduism in it s equality. 
 
Other approaches are possible and should be rewarded according 
to the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 



 

 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

29 (b) Level 4 answers are likely to use such reasons as: the gurus are 
the basis of the Sikh faith; the Gurus are spiritual guides who give 
human beings God’ s teaching; they have defined standards of 
behaviour; they have shown how to worship God; they have shown 
how to organise the faith. 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 



 

 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

30 (a) Level 4 answers will out line at  least  four  such roles as: it  is a 
Hindu holy site as it  is believed that  the waters are a “ reservoir of 
the nectar of immortalit y” ; the city is a cent re of j ust ice, 
learning and administ rat ion for the Sikh faith; the Harimandir is a 
worldwide symbol of the faith; the Harimandir is revered as the 
locat ion of the f irst  Guru Granth Sahib; it  is the model for 
gurdwaras; for some Sikhs it  is an important  place of pilgrimage. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For an isolated example of relevant  knowledge. 

Level 2 3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a limited 
st ructure. 

Level 3 6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  
knowledge with limited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  
vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

Quest ion Number Indicat ive content  

30 (b) Level 4 answers will use such examples as: symbols are a constant  
reminder to people in the gurdwara of important  aspects of their 
faith (for example, the lack of seats may symbolise equality); the 
posit ion of the Guru Granth Sahib on a raised plat form symbolises 
its authority; the sharing of kara parshad symbolises the unity of 
the congregat ion; the offering of gif ts symbolises dedicat ion to 
God. (Other symbols night  include; the langar; the Nishan Sahib; 
the chauri.) 
 
At  least  two reasons need to be developed to reach level 4. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 
the levels. 
 
Answers which describe rather than explain cannot  go beyond 
level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 1 1-2 For a simple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Level 2 3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  idea. 

Level 3 6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the main 
idea(s), using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Level 4 9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  
understanding of the main idea(s) and using specialist  language 
appropriately. 

  


